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GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL 
DISCIPLINARY CASES (concluded) 


Drug Addiction 
The Council considered the case of 


BRENDAN O’CARROLL, registered as of 


Castlereagh Road, Belfast, who was sum- 
moned on the charge that in March last 
he was convicted (after having pleaded 
guilty) of being in charge of a motor-car 
while under the influence of a drug, and 
was sentenced to 28 days’ imprisonment. 
Evidence was given as to purchases of 
cocaine solution by Dr. O’Carroll at 
about the time of the offence in the dis- 
trict in which he was acting as locum- 
tenent. Dr. O’Carroll, .who was not 
present, wrote stating that he considered 
it in his own interests that his name 
should be removed from the Medical 
Register. He said that he had been a 
drug addict, and it was now his inten- 
tion to cure himself of that disease by fol- 
lowing a non-medical occupation. The 
Council ordered the erasure of the name. 


The case was heard of ALEXANDER 
GORDON BONNYMAN, registered as of 
Barking Road, Canning Town, who 
appeared on the charge that in February 
last he was convicted at the Central 
Criminal Court of unlawfully killing 
Elizabeth Galloway Bonnyman, his wife, 
and sentenced to twelve months’ im- 
prisonment. The evidence as outlined 
by the Council’s solicitor was that both 
Dr. Bonnyman and his wife were long- 
standing morphine addicts. When taken 
to hospital just before her death Mrs. 
Bonnyman’s condition was found to be 
absolutely appalling: her arms and legs 
were distorted through disuse, and she 
weighed only 3 st. 10 Ib. She was suffer- 
ing from abscesses which appeared to be 
due to the use of dirty needles. A post- 
mortem examination showed death to be 
due to heart failure owing to poisoning 
from the abscesses, starvation, and 
bronchopneumonia brought on by her 
low powers of resistance. 


Dr. Bonnyman made a long statement to 
the Council. He said that his wife had been 
a confirmed morphine addict for seven or 
eight years continuously, during which time 
her physicial condition was undergoing 
gradual decay. He did all in his power to 
bring about her treatment in hospital, but his 
arguments were unavailing. He also did 
what he could tc maintain at the maximum 
his wife’s diminished strength until such time 
as he could safely effect the withdrawal of the 
drug. It was her addiction to morphine which 
brought about her weakened condition. 


“During most of my struggle and my 
anxiety for the well-being of my wife,’ he 
went on, “ I myself was a victim of the drug. 
I could appreciate the suffering, both mental 
and physical, which even the dread of with- 
drawal would occasion, and this apprecia- 
tion it was which led me into the error of 
a too kindly approach to my wife’s problem. 
You cannot appreciate.the problem of drug 
addiction from the addict’s point of view. 
One loses one’s strength of will, and, 
although one wants to beat one’s enemy, 
when the effects of the previous dose have 
worn off this fine edifice of self-defence and 


strong will to survive crumbles. When that 
dreadful gnawing, that suffering, that feeling 
of sickness which assails one is at its most 
acute, then all good intentions are scattered 
to the winds. It is that black outhook which 
influences the addict. That was the feeling 
which I am sure was in my wife’s. breast 
when she was so adamant in her refusal to 
have hospital treatment and to have another 
doctor to see her.” 

He had erred towards leniency whereby 
the speed of withdrawal until the last five 
or six weeks of her life was checked. The 
drug would have been withdrawn more 
quickly but for his appreciation of the 
dreadful suffering which a rapid withdrawal 
entailed. His wife’s daily consumption for 
a number of months until September, 1941, 
was 9 grains. He gradually reduced this to 
14 to 2 grains just before her death. During 
the actual process of withdrawal he had on 
occasion for therapeutic reasons to increase 
the dose, and on this point he complained 
that the judge, in directing the jury, described 
what he had done as a wanton pandering 
to the whims and wishes of his wife. 
Medical men with experience in the treat- 
ment of morphinism would appreciate the 
likelihood of collapse owing to too rapid 
withdrawal of a patient already physically 


’ weakened and dependent on the stimulus 


which morphine alone could give. This 
collapse was very sudden and severe, with 
sudden fall in the pulse rate and blood 
pressure, deathly pallor, cold, clammy skin 
—a picture calculated to make the most ex- 
perienced clinician quail. When he increased 
the drug it was because of ‘“ withdrawal 
collapse,’’ the pulse rate falling as low as 
43. Judge and jury could not rid themselves 
of the idea that the problem was a standard 
one, to be solved by standard means, like a 
sum in algebra. convenient 
method presented itself to the physician in 
his struggle with a drug addict. It was a 
battle of wits, and the nearer the relation- 
ship between the patient and himself the less 
was the physician’s influence, until, in the 
case of the husband and wife, the scales were 
heavily weighted against him. 

Dr. Bonnyman ended by saying that surely 
he was not to be held responsible for his 
wife being a morphine addict. In no way 
did he force her to become such: in fact 
she had been an addict for many years. He 
himself had previously been addicted to 
morphine, but was cured in 1934, with no 
relapse until August, 1941, but in the interval 
until his wife’s death morphine took its toll 
upon his own physical and mental life so 
that he did not with a rational mind 
approach the problem which his wife’s case 
presented. He also pointed out that if 
morphine was sold in solution, 0.2% or 
under, and was mixed with some other active 
constituent, it was exempt from the regula- 
tions of the Dangerous Drugs Act. ‘“A 
man in the street, if he knew how to write 
a prescription, could take it to any chemist, 
and any chemist is quite within his legal 
rights in dispensing that prescription.” His 
wife, by means of such prescriptions, which 
she could make out for herself, obtained 
such 0.2% solution and boiled and con- 
centrated it. 


The Council ordered the erasure of Dr. 


“‘Bonnyman’s name from the Register. 


"Conviction of Receiving Stolen Property . 


The Council considered the case of 
ERICH HOHENBERG, registered as of 
Beverley Court, W.4, who appeared on 
the charge that in April, 1942, he was 
convicted at Marlborough Street police 
court of receiving a book, value £1 15s., 
knowing the same to have been stolen, 
and sentenced to four months’ imprison- 
ment with hard labour. It was stated 
that Dr. Hohenberg was 32 years of age 
and an M.D. of Vienna. He was one of 
a family of 7 well-known Austrian 
medical men. In 1938 he left Austria for 
political reasons, and in 1940 he ob- 
tained the Scottish qualifications and 
was registered. He obtained work 
in the Cancer’ Research Depart- 
ment of Middlesex Hospital. His 
wife obtained a position in a library. 
Both she and her husband were inter- 
ested in books and she used to bring 
books home. It had been brought out 
in the proceedings—a fact previously 
unknown to the. husband—that as a 
young girl she had had a tendency to 
steal, and her parents, who were wealthy 
people in Vienna, decided that the best 
method of treatment was to place every- 
thing at her disposal so that she would 
have no wish to steal. The wife admitted 
the larceny, but the husband disputed 
that he knew the books had been stolen. 
The magistrate, however, having con- 
victed both, decided, said defending 
counsel, that Dr. Hohenberg, being the 
elder person and the husband, should 
bear the major penalty. 


Evidence as to character was given by | 


Dr. Eugene Felix, Dr. F. Silverstein, and 
Prof. Ernest Freund, all formerly of 
Vienna, but the Council found the con- 
viction proved and directed erasure of 
the name. 


Convictions for Illegal Operation 


The Council considered the case of 
WILLIAM SPENCER LEwIS, registered as 
of Redcliffe Gardens, South Kensington, 
who was summoned on the charge that 
at Surrey Assizes in February, 1942, he 
was convicted of unlawfully using an 
instrument with intent to procure mis- 
carriage in the case of four women and 
of conspiring with two other persons to 


.procure the miscarriage of a fifth, and 


was sentenced to three years’ penal servi- 
tude on the first four counts and eighteen 


months’ imprisonment on the fifth (all . 


concurrent) and ordered to pay the costs 
of the prosecution. 

Dr. Lewis did not appear nor was he 
represented. 

It was stated by the solicitor to the 
Council that Dr. Lewis had surgeries 
in South Kensington and Shaftesbury 
Avenue and a house at Staines. In the 
first case the woman, after seeing her own 
doctor, got the name of Dr. Lewis from 
some other source and went to see him 
at South Kensington. She told him she 
was pregnant and said that she thought 
he could help her. He told her to come 
and see him at his house at Staines and 
that his fee would be £35. This was 
fixed without any medical examination. 
She went to his house and -—— — 
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to a bungalow, where she was treated 
for eighteen days. In the second case in 
similar circumstances £30 was paid, in 
the third case £45, in the fourth case 60 
guineas, and in the fifth case £65. The 
defence which Dr. Lewis put in was that 
the women were inevitably going on to 
miscarriage and that he did not use any 
instrument, but treated them in an anti- 
septic way and allowed them to miscarry 
in his house. 

The Council directed the Registrar to 
erase Dr. Lewis's name from. the 
Register. 

The case of SEWERYN KAMINSKI, 
registered as of Renfrew Street, Glasgow, 
was heard. He had been convicted at 
Glasgow in March, 1942, of procuring 
abortion and sentenced to eighteen 
months’ imprisonment. Dr. Kaminski 
did not attend. It was stated that he was 
M.D. of the University of Warsaw and 
had been admitted temporarily to the 
Foreign List of the Medical Register. 
Dr. Kaminski had charged £2 for the 
examination of the woman, and £19 was 
paid*him later; his total fee was £28, 
£7 remaining owing. 

In this case also the name was erased. 


Charge of Interfering with Persons in 
H.M. Service 
' The Council heard the case of JoHN 
KNOX THOMPSON, registered as of Princes 
- Road, Liverpool, who was convicted at 
Liverpool Assizes in October, 1941, of 
interfering with persons in H.M. Service 
and attempted false pretences, and was 
sentenced to four years’ penal servitude 
and to pay the costs of the prosecution. 
Dr. Thompson was not present nor was 
he represented. 
The Council’s solicitor said that under 
King’s Regulations soldiers on furlough 
who required medical aid should apply 
to the nearest Service hospital, or, if that 
was not possible, to a civilian medical 
practitioner. This case arose out of an 


Dr. Thompson. He was charged on nine 
counts with issuing untrue medical certi- 
ficates to soldiers purporting to show that 
they were unfit for duty and to travel, 
whilst in fact they were fit. The evidence 
was to the effect that soldiers on Jeave 
in Liverpool went to the doctor when 
their leave expired and on payment were, 
without any examination, issued with 
medical certificates that they were suffer- 
ing from gastric influenza. In one in- 
stance a soldier on leave was ill and went 
to the doctor, but refused to pay the 


that he was fit for duty and to travel, 
but when he left the surgery he collapsed 
in the street, and on examination by an 
Army doctor was ordered to bed and 
was detained for ten days with a highly 
infected and septic throat. The written 
defence was a denial of the allegations. 

After deliberation in camera the Coun- 
cil directed the Registrar to erase’ the 


name. 
Other Cases 


JoHN Nei LertcH, registered as of 
Great Cumberland Place, London, ap- 
peared before the Council on a charge 
of having been convicted in March last 
of obtaining credit of over £10 while an 
undischarged bankrupt, and was sen- 
tenced to three months’ imprisonment in 
respect of each of three charges, the 


attended and. gave an explanation of 
the circumstances in which credit was 
obtained. 


application by soldiers on furlough to 


money asked and received a certificate © 


sentences to run concurrently. Dr. Leitch. 


After deliberation in camera the Coun- 
cil did not see fit to direct the Registrar 
to ‘erase Dr. Leitch’s name. ; 

Two or three other cases of charges 
against practitioners were postponed 
until the next session. In another case 


the entire hearing was in camera and 


lasted more than two days. At the con- 
clusion the facts alleged against the prac- 
titioner were found not to have been 
proved to the Council’s satisfaction. The 
charge was not read in open Council. » 


BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE MEETING, 
LONDON, 1942 


The Annual Representative Meeting of 
the British Medical Association will, 
subject to war conditions, be held at 
B.M-A. House, Tavistock Square, Lon- 
don, W.C.1, on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, September 8, 9, and 10, 1942. 


RESOLUTIONS ON MATTERS OF WHICH 
TWO MONTHS’ NOTICE MUST BE GIVEN 


Mode of Election of Council by Groups 
in Great Britain or Northern Ireland 


MoTION by Grimssy: That By-law 
55 (3) be amended to read as follows; 


The said voting papers shall be sent to 
the Association at the Head Office within 
such time as the Council may from time to 
time prescribe by notice given as aforesaid, 
and the particulars which shall be included 
in the voting papers shall be confined to 
the candidate’s address. 


Election of members of Council by (a) 
Isle ‘of Man, Lancashire and Cheshire 
Branches (Group C); (b) Derbyshire, 
Leicester and Rutland, Lincolnshire, and 


_ Nottingham Branches (Group D); (c) 


Metropolitan Counties Branch (Group 


I); (d) Dorset and West Hants, South- 


Western, and Wiltshire Branches (Group 
K): the following is the result of the 
voting in these elections. 


Group C 
F. M. Rose oe. ats 254 Elected 
E. I. Claxton ” 213 
Barbara M. L. Abercromby 167 
R. Baring Davidson 
R. L. Newell... 429 Elected 
D. R. Owen 97 

Group D ' 
F. Joselin Jauch .. 144 
E. Lewis Lilley .. ai -. 259 Elected 

a , Group 1 

H. H. D. Sutherland... 
A. Phillips hie 407 
Dame Louise McIlroy .. 
P. Inwald 517 Elected 
B. A, 319 
V. Zachary Cope 418 Elected 
Gray. 268 
W. W. Fox 432 Elected 
M. F. Moloney .. 451 Elected 
George de Swiet .. .. 

Group K 
O. C. Carter 167 
D. Stanley-Jones . 17 
F. A. Roper 266 Elected 


G. C. ANDERSON, 
Secretary. 


SCOTTISH LOCAL MEDICAL 


WAR COMMITTEES 
CONFERENCE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


A meeting of representatives of Local 
Medical War Committees and members 
of ‘the Scottish Central Medical War 
Committee was held in the Scottish 
House. of the B.M.A. on June 12, Mr. 
Thomas Johnston, Secretary of State for 
Scotland, presiding. After welcoming. the 
representatives and thanking Local Medi-. 
cal War Committees for their work, Mr. 


Johnston referred to the Clydeside experi- 
ment for the care of the health of 
industrial workers, and said that the 
Government was watching the develop- 
ment ‘of this scheme with great interest. 


He then introduced Lieut.-Gen. Hood, © 


Director-General, Army Medical Service, 
who also thanked the Scottish Central 
Medical War Committee and the Local 
Committees in Scotland for the efficiency 
with which they were discharging a very 
difficult task, and made a comprehensive 
statement on the organization of the. 
medical services for the fighting Forces. 


Dr. G. C. Anderson, Secretary of the | 


Central Medical War Committee, gave 
some information to the conference on 
the future demands for medical per- 
sonnel. 

An opportunity was then afforded for 
questions, which were replied to by 
Lieut.-Gen. Hood, Dr. G. C. Anderson, 
Dr. Davidson, Chief Medical Officer, 
Department of Health, and Dr. R. W. 
Craig, Secretary of the Scottish Central 
Medical War Committee. 


H.M. Forces Appointments 


ROYAL NAVY 
Surg. Lieut.-Cmdr. A. Long to be Surg. Cmdr. 
ARMY 


Major-Gen. C. M. Finny, O.B.E., late R.A.M.C., 
(ret.), has reverted to the rank of Col. at his own 
request whilst employed during the present emer- 


gency. 
“Major C. E. W. S. Fawcett, retired pay, late 


R.A.M.C., on ceasing to be _ re-employed, has 
resumed the rank of Lieut.-Col. 
ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 
Lieut.-Col. P. J. Ryan, M.C., having attained the 
age for retirement, is retained on the Active List, 
supernumerary to the establishment. 
SUPPLEMENTARY RESERVE OF OFFICERS: R.A.M.C, 
War Subs. Capt. C. M. Isherwood has relin- 
quished his commission on account of ill-health and 
retains his rank. 
TERRITORIAL ARMY, R.A.M.C. 
War Subs. Capt. F. C. Durbin has relinquished 
his commission on account of ill-health and is 
granted the rank of Major. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


FELLOWSHIP OF MED:CINE, 1, Wimpole Street, W.— 
Royal Cancer Hospital: Revision course in 
anaesthetics. Lectures 4.30 to 6 p.m. Practical 
work daily at various London haspitals. National 
Hospital for Diseases of the Heart: Tues. & 
Wed., 10 a.m., Out-patient clinics. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES & LECTURES 

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, 11, Chandos Street, 
W.—Mon., 5 p.m. First Lettsomian Lecture on 
Epilepsy by Dr. Anthony Feiling. 


Branch and Division Meetings 
to be held 


City Drviston.—At Metropolitan Hospital, 
Kingsland Road, E., Tues., July 14, 8.30 p.m. 
Meeting to consider the report of the Medical 
Planning Committee. 

KENSINGTON Diviston.—At British Postgraduate 
Medical School, Ducane Road, W., Mon., July 13, 
8.30 p.m. General Meeting to continue discussion of 
Interim Report of Medical Planning Commission. 


B.M.A.: 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, & DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this 
head is 10s. 6d. This amount should be forwarded 
with the notice, authenticated with the name and 
address of the sender, and should reach the Adver- 
tisement Manager not later than first post Monday 
morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTH 
RaE.—On June 23, 1942, at Birmingham, to Freda 
(née Walker), wife of W. K. Rae, M.R.CS., 
LRCP., a son (Bruce George William). 
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